
WELCOME TO  WORSHIP!  
 

 

 

LORD, KEEP US MINDFUL OF THE JUDGMENT!
The Second Sunday of End Times - Last Judgement

Teach us to 
number our 

days that 
we may gain 

a heart of 
wisdom.

- Psalm 90:12 (NIV)
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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

November 8, 2020

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. For worshippers 
joining us in person, we are happy you are here. If you have any questions, just ask an 
usher or other volunteer. 
If you are worshipping online, we would love to see just what kind of impact our worship 
services are making. Please fill out our online Connect Card to let us know where you're 
worshiping from and how we might continue to serve you. You can find a link at 
www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You can also contact us with any questions or prayer requests 
via email or phone (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634).

SPECIAL GUIDELINES DURING THE PANDEMIC

† Please practice social distancing whenever possible. Keep close personal interactions 
to a minimum, especially when inside the building. Please feel free to worship from 
the Welcome Center, if you feel uncomfortable with the number of people in the 
sanctuary. 

† Please practice good hygiene. Masks, hand sanitizer, and kleenex are available in the 
Welcome Center. Our restrooms are located along the hallway on the west side of the 
worship space.

† Large print service folders, hearing devices, and printouts of the bible readings and 
hymns are available on the Information Booth in the Welcome Center, if you need them.

† Your offering and connect card can be placed in the slots on the top of the Information 
Booth in the Welcome Center. If you have a smartphone, you can fill out the online 
connect card. Empty offering plates will be brought forward and place on the altar to 
symbolize our sacrifice to God.

† Children’s bulletins can be picked up at the Information Booth in the Welcome 
Center. If your children become fussy, you can quiet them in the Welcome Center.  The 
Children’s Message will still take place.  However, the children will not be invited 
forward. Please keep them with you in your pew.
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† Please wait for the ushers to dismiss you. Following post-service announcements, 
pastor(s) will leave down the side aisles and head outside to greet you. Ushers will 
dismiss worshipers from the back moving forward; and down the center aisle, as well 
as the side aisles. This is to minimize personal contact. Please take this service folder 
with you and dispose of it properly.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
Lord, keep us mindful of the Judgement!  He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. We confess it every Sunday, but often live like 
those are empty words.  Moses’ psalm on the mortality of man shakes 
us from our spiritual slumber. Number your days aright and gain a 
heart of wisdom! Today the Church prays that God keep us ever 
mindful of the Last Judgment that we might be found in faith, fruitful 
in both word and deed. The there’s no need to fear Judgment Day; 
rather, we can look forward to the day of our redemption.

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is red, which signifies the blood of Jesus, which 
purifies us from all sin, making us ready for Christ’s return.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Service of the Word. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“Nothing But the Blood of Jesus.” by Robert Lowry. Public domain.

Psalm 90. Refrain text & tune: Hal H. Hopson © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Publishers. Verse Text: Michael Morgan 
© 1999 Psalter for Christian Worship, Witherspoon Press. Verse Tune: Public domain. Setting: Hal H. Hopson © 2008 
Birnamwood/MorningStar Publishers. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“Even So Come.” by Jason Ingram, Chris Tomlin, and Jess Cates. © 2015 sixstep Songs (BMI) Worship Together Music 
S.D.G. Publishing (BMI) (admin. at CapitolCMGPublishing.com)/Vistaville Music obo Itself (ASCAP) Go Mia Music 
(ASCAP) Charissamsongs Inc./Sony ATV Timber Publishing (SESAC) Open Hands Music (SESAC) (Admin by Sony/ 
ATV Music Publishing). All Rights Reserved. Used by permission: CCLI#145043

771 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light.” Text, Tune & Setting: Kathleen Thomerson © 1970, 1975 Celebration. All 
rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.



4

SERVICE OF THE WORD
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.  

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending | CW 29
Verse 1-Pastors;  2-Women;  3-Men;  4-All  

Please stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways       
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 
his own dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:     In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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C: Nothing But the Blood of Jesus

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Let us pray….Lord God Almighty, so rule and 

govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit 
that we may always look forward to the end of 
this present evil age and to the day of your 
righteous judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and 
living faith and present us at last holy and blameless before you; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C:  Amen.
Be seated.

The Word

FIRST LESSON  Daniel 7:9-10

What can make me 
unafraid of Judgment 
Day? Nothing but the 

blood of Jesus!
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God's glory will be terrifyingly awesome on Judgment Day.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 90 | The People’s Psalter

All:

Song Leaders: Lord, you have been our dwelling place
From past to coming age the same;
The mountains rise to greet your face,
The earth proclaims the Maker’s name.  

All:  Lord, in you I trust. You are the strength of my life.

Song Leaders: Each generation fades as grass,
And flesh as dust returns to sod;
A thousand years spent here below
Are but as yesterday to you. 

All:  Lord, in you I trust. You are the strength of my life.

Song Leaders: Teach us to measure all our days,
That wisdom may our purpose be;
Each moment guide with righteousness,
And fill with fervent praise to you.  

All:  Lord, in you I trust. You are the strength of my life.

Song Leaders: Our mornings may you fill with love,
And show your grace when day is past;
That all our life may favor find,
Till we shall be with you at last. 

This psalm, written by 
Moses, is one of the 
oldest psalms in the 

Bible. Yet, how timeless 
the message is! How 
eternal our God is!
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All:  Lord, in you I trust. You are the strength of my life.
SECOND LESSON 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
As children of the light, remain alert for the coming of the Lord.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. Watch, therefore, 
C: for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. Alleluia. (Matthew 24:42)

Please stand.
GOSPEL Matthew 25:31-46
Knowing what is coming on Judgment Day helps us know how to live today. 
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
For the time being, please keep children with you in the pews.

HYMN The Day Is Surely Drawing Near | CW 207
Verse 1-All;  2-Men;  3-Women;  4-Song Leaders;  5-Pastors;  6-All 

SERMON The Day of the Lord Is Coming Soon 

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH   Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 

This hymn not only 
summarizes the events 
of Judgment Day, but 
also serves as a prayer 
that God would help us 

remain faithful!
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ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Be seated

THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to support 
the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church body, the 
WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  
If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING There is a Higher Throne  

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Out of the depths we cry to you, O Lord; O Lord, hear our voices.
C: Let your ears be attentive to our cries for mercy.
M: Heavenly Father, we confess with sorrow that we have sinned and deserve only 

your anger and punishment.
C: If you kept a record of our sins, we would surely be lost.
M: We confess with joy that your unfailing love has redeemed us.
C: Our hope is in you and in your full redemption.
M: Around us we see the birth pangs of the last days: war, famine, earthquakes, false 

prophets, spiritual apathy.
C: Use these signs to remind us that we do not know the day or hour when Christ 

will come again.
M: Keep us faithful to your Word; send your Spirit to strengthen our faith so that we 

are always prepared for your Son’s return as judge.
C: Make us faithful in sharing your Word, and cause many more to put their hope 

in you before the end comes.
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M: Build our fellowship of love as brothers and sisters in faith.
C: Help us support one another when trials and troubles come our way.

Special Prayers and intercession may follow.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer.
M: Heavenly Father, we eagerly wait for Jesus to come again and make all things new. 

May he find us, whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life, faithfully 
enduring to the end, through the power of your Holy Spirit.

C: Come, Lord Jesus.  May your grace be with us.  Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
Be seated. 

HYMN Even So, Come
                                                                Verses-Song Leaders;  Refrain-All

Song Leaders: All of creation, all of the earth,
make straight a highway, a path for the Lord;
Jesus is coming soon.
Call back the sinner, wake up the saint,
let ev’ry nation shout of Your fame;
Jesus is coming soon.

All:
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Song Leaders: There will be justice, all will be new.
Your name forever, Faithful and True.
Jesus is coming soon.

All: Like a bride waiting for her groom, we’ll be a church ready for you.
Ev’ry heart longing for her King. We sing:
Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.  Even  so, come, Lord Jesus, come.

Song Leaders: So, we wait, we wait for You.
God, we wait, You’re coming soon.
So, we wait, we wait for You.
God, we wait, You’re coming soon.
Like a bride waiting for her groom.
we’ll be a church ready for You.
Ev’ry heart longing for our King. We sing:

All: Like a bride waiting for her groom, we’ll be a church ready for you.
Ev’ry heart longing for her King. We sing:
Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.  Even  so, come, Lord Jesus, come.

Song Leaders: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.
Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come. 

Please stand. 
CLOSING PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray together.
C:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 
and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony 

with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. The Lord 
bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on 

These words are words of 
promise that the Lord will 

be with you. They also serve 
as an encouragement to 

carry out the lives of peace 
that we have been reminded 

of today (1 Thess. 5:11).
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you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with 
favor and (+)   give you peace.

C:  Amen. 
Be seated. 
CLOSING HYMN I Want to Talk as a Child of the Light | CWS 771

  All sing the refrain;  Verse 1-Song Leaders;  2-Pastors;  3-All 
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. Both the first reading and the Gospel reading for today are descriptions of what will 
happen on the Last Day. Make a list of the similarities between these two readings. 
(It may be helpful to read further in Daniel 7 through verse 14.)

2. What are specific ways in your life that you can serve Jesus himself, just as he said 
those on his right do in the Gospel reading?

3. In the second reading for today Paul begins by saying we don’t know dates and 
times for Judgment Day. Why is this a blessing for us? For what reasons might our 
sinful nature love to know when Jesus is returning?

4. Paul’s final exhortation in the second reading from 1 Thessalonians 5 is to 
“encourage one another and build each other up”. For what reasons is what he said 
in these verses encouraging?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
The Augsburg Confession

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM 
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

STOP BY THE SALE Nov. 8 | after worship

If you didn’t make it to the Craft & Bake Sale on Saturday, you can stop by on your way 
out of church this Sunday. Everything is set up in the gym. Your purchases will help fund 
special projects in the church and school. 

VOTERS’ MEETING ON TUESDAY Nov. 10 | 6:30 PM

The quarterly voters’ meeting is this Tuesday at 6:30 PM. The agenda includes election of 
church leaders. Check your mailslot for a list of candidates and the quarterly reports.

IT'S JUST A SIGN OF THE TIMES Sundays | 9:15-10:15 AM 

"I believe...that Jesus will come again to judge the living and the dead." "Be ready, for no 
one knows when the end will come!" No doubt, you've heard, thought, or said these and 
other similar phrases. The topic of End Times is prevalent in many churches, Lutheran or 
otherwise. But what do we actually know (or not know) according to what the Bible says 
about the End Times? Join us on Sunday mornings in between worship services to answer 
that question, along with many others. We will use this schedule as our guideline, noting 
that changes may occur:

November 15 - God’s Word on the Future: Jesus Is Coming!
November 22 - The Unknown Day and Hour of Jesus’ Return
November 29 - While We Wait for Jesus’ Return
December 6 - The Events of Judgment Day
December 13 - The Judgment
December 20 - Millennialism 
*Break for Christmas and New Year's*
January 3 - Dispensationalism
January 10 - The Present Life in Light of Jesus’ Future Coming

“Surely I am
coming soon.”

- Rev. 22:20 ESV
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CHANGE IN THANKSGIVING WORSHIP TIMES Nov. 25 | 4:00 & 6:30 PM

Both of our Thanksgiving worship services will be held the day before Thanksgiving Day 
- Wednesday, Nov. 25 at 4:00 & 6:30 PM. The 4:00 PM service will be mask-mandatory, 
and the 6:30 PM service will not require masks. However, this could change if there is a 
new mask mandate.

VOLUNTEER AT THE THANKSGIVING MEAL Nov. 26 | 11:00 AM-1:00 PM

Volunteers are needed to package meals, to distribute the carry out meals, to deliver meals 
with your vehicle, and to serve as clean-up crew for the Community Thanksgiving Dinner. 
This event provides a free Thanksgiving Dinner to people who might otherwise not get 
one. With the help of many volunteers from the community, we will be preparing 400-500 
dinners on Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 26. Help is especially needed during the hours of 
11:00 AM and 1:00 PM. To volunteer, please contact Nicole Sukow at 715-572-4629.

ORDER A THANKSGIVING MEAL Nov. 9-17 | 9 AM-4 PM

If you are all alone or unable to cook for yourself this Thanksgiving, you can pick-up a 
Thanksgiving dinner at St. Paul’s. Home deliveries are also available. There is no charge 
for the meal, however, you must sign up ahead of time.  To make a reservation, please call 
715-600-3560 (9 AM-4 PM) between Monday, Nov. 9 and Tuesday, Nov. 17.  Please share 
this information with others who may benefit from this event.

SCHOOL SPIRITWEAR ORDERS DUE Nov. 10

Show your school spirit with a t-shirt or sweatshirt that has the school logo on the front 
and the school year theme, “Rejoice in the Lord Always,” on the back. Order forms can 
be found on the Ministry Table in the Welcome Center. Orders are due by Nov. 10.

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT
Last Week’s Attendance: 166    
From July 1, 2020 to October 30, 2020 
Actual ministry income:  $317,528
Actual cost of ministry:   $344,192         
Mortgage balance:  $1,340,708    

Thanksgiving 
 Worship
 Wednesday, 
  Nov. 25 
 4:00 & 6:30PM
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CALENDAR                        November 8-15

SUNDAY              8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship 

MONDAY           11:00 AM Worship for at-risk individuals

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Quarterly Voters’ Meeting

WEDNESDAY 8:55 AM Chapel Service
5:30 PM Handbells in the balcony
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Family Room 
6:30 PM People Close to God in the Resource Center

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
6:00 PM Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym

SUNDAY     8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Nov. 25 Thanksgiving Worship 
     at 4:00 & 6:30 PM

Nov. 26 Community Thanksgiving Dinner
                           served at St. Paul’s
Nov. 28 Decorating for Christmas                  

GET YOUR FAMILY INTO GOD’S 
WORD DURING THE WEEK! 

Short devotions with a 
prayer and hymn verses. 
wels.net/family-devotions
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